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INTRODUCTION

Near the end of the 19th centu-
ry Jewish and Arab nationalist
movements emerged pretty much at
the same time. What is nationalism
and how is it relevant to the story of
Israel-Palestine and the Arab-Israeli
conflict?

NATIONALISM

As a political ideology, nationalism
involves a group of people strongly
identifying with a political entity—
for example, a nation-state. Precisely
where nationalism emerged is difficult
to determine—it is an ancient phe-
nomenon—but its modern develop-
ment is closely tied to the American
and French Revolutions of the late
18th century. As a political ideology,
it continued in 19th century Europe,
with various ethnic/national revolu-
tions, such as the Greek war of in-
dependence. Like Europe, Palestine
became embroiled in nationalist aims.
There are a number of forms that na-

tionalism can take. According to the
principles of civic nationalism, for ex-
ample, a nation is defined as an alli-
ance between people who have equal
and shared political rights, and who
are devoted to similar political pro-
cedures. Other forms of nationalism
are less accommodating than civic
nationalism. Some nationalist ideolo-
gies define their national community
in ethnic, linguistic, cultural, historic,
or religious terms (or any combination
of these), and these forms of nation-
alism tend to exclude certain minori-
ties from the “national community” as
they define it. An example of ethnic
nationalism in the extreme is the ide-
ology of Nazi Germany in the 1930s
which ultimately led to the murder of
tens of millions of people.

JEWISH NATIONALISM
AND ZIONISM

Nationhood has always been a sig-
nificant part of Jewish worldview. In
the late 19th and early 20th century,
in an era of many nationalist move-
ments, Zionism, took on a political
dimension.

PoLiTicaL ZioNism

The term Zionism is derived from
the word Zion, a frequent synonym in
the Bible for “Jerusalem.” Numerous
verses in the Bible refer to “Zion” or
“Mount Zion” and directly associate
Zion with Jerusalem, a city central
to Judaism for millennia and men-
tioned in the Bible over 600 times. In
the 19th century, a Jewish national-
istic movement arose whose aim was
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The term Zionism is derived from the
word Zion, a frequent synonym in the
Bible for “Jerusalem.”

to re-establish Jewish sovereignty
in lsael-Palestine after nearly 2,000
years. The term Zionism, first used in
the 19th century, has come to refer
primarily to this political and nation-
alistic aspiration.

ZIONISM AND
RELIGIOUS ZIONISM

The desire to return to Zion—to Jeru-
salem and the land of Israel—has been
expressed in daily Jewish prayers since
the days of the Babylonian exile 2500
years ago. A longing for Jerusalem and
for the Land of Israel is part of Judaism.
Judaism does not separate its world
view from its concept of nationhood
and of a homeland. In Judaism, the
Bible, the nation (or people), and the
land are all connected. The Land of 1Is-
rael, then, has always been sacred to
religious Jews, a land they believe was
promised to them by God and to which
theyarebound toreturn with the coming
of the Messiah, as foretold in biblical
prophecy.

Many religious Jews rejected polit-
ical Zionism when the movement be-
gan. They did so on the grounds that
it was a secular, socialist (i.e., atheis-
tic) movement and that an attempt
to recover the Land of lsrael by hu-
man—rather than divine—agency was
blasphemous.

Religious Zionists sought to recon-
cile religious Jews to political Zionism.
Led by their chief spokesman, Rabbi
Abraham lIsaac Kook (1865-1935),
they aimed to provide religious legit-
imation for the political movement.
Their justification was as follows: po-
litical Zionism, though conceived and
led by secular Jews, was not merely a
secular phenomenon; it was the tool
by which God promoted his scheme
of returning world-wide Jewry to the
Land of lsrael, where they were to
establish a sovereign Jewish state in
which Jews would live according to
the laws of Torah.

Some religious Jews have nev-
er been reconciled to political Zion-
ism or to the existence of the State
of lIsrael.

Abraham lIsaac Kook
was the first Ashkenazi
Chief Rabbi of the British
Mandatory Palestine.
Rav Kook built and
maintained channels of
communication between
the various Jewish
sectors, including the
secular Jewish Zionist
leadership, the Religious
Zionists, and non-Zionist
Orthodox Jews.




Husain Ibn Ali, was the
Sharif of Mecca from
1908 until 1917. He
initiated the Arab Revolt
in 1916 against the
Ottoman Empire during
the First World War.

The Ottoman
sultanate was
abolished in 1922.
The majority of the
former Sultanate
territory was given
to Arabs.

I Ottoman Empire
in 1914

Arab World

ARAB NATIONALISM

Arab nationalism became a politi-
cal force around the same time
as political Zionism. This movement
owed much to the vision and efforts
of Husain 1bn Ali, the Sharif of Mecca,
and to his son Emir Faisal. Husain was
responsible for converting Arab na-
tionalist aspirations into political real-
ity. Like Jewish nationalist hopes, Arab
aspirations depended on the support
of the European powers, in particular
the British government.

BackGRoOUNDS OF ARAB NATIONALISM

The origins of Arab nationalism may
be traced to mid-19th-century Syria-
Lebanon. In the scholarly circles of
Beirut, Christian Arab intellectuals be-
gan preaching to all Arabs about the
need for concord and unity. The idea
of unity was foreign to the Arab peo-
ple, whose culture was individualistic
and tribal in nature.

What emerged from these scholar-
ly circles, toward the end of the 19th
century, was a common ideal of a
united Arab national consciousness.
At this time, the regions of the Mid-
dle East where Arabs lived were part of
the Ottoman (in other words, Turkish)
empire; the Turks had controlled them
for the past four centuries. The na-
tionalist  intellectuals called on
Syrian Arabs to unite and shake off
the Turkish power. The idea of an
Arab national consciousness began to
spread from Syria into the neighbor-
ing Arab-speaking regions.

In June 1913, a series of meetings
took place in Paris: this was the First
Arab Congress. Among its aims was
greater autonomy for the Arab peo-
ple within the Ottoman Empire. Thus
the Arabs, like the Zionists, had be-
gun to organize a nationalist political
movement prior to World War 1. For
the next few years, Arab and Jewish
ambitions for statehood, born of quite
different impulses, developed side by
side. Unfortunately, their ambitions
overlapped in one area. The single,
unified state that the Arabs envisioned
for themselves included the region of
Israel, which the Zionists also sought.

SOURCES

Bass, Richard, Israel-Palestine for Critical
Thinkers, (Toronto: 2015), 36-41

ISRAEL-PALESTINE FOR CRITICAL THINKERS



>

ISR PALESTINE

FOR CRITICAL THINKERS

RISE OF ARAB AND JEWISH NATIONALISM

Watch videos 5-8 of Israel-Pal-
estine for Critical Thinkers and
complete the readings. Then answer
the Questions and Exercises. A tran-
script of the videos is included below

if needed to assist with the questions
and exercises.

TRANSCRIPTS: LESSON 2:
NATIONALISM AND STATEHOOD
(VIDEOS 5-8, 17:18 MIN.)

Vibeo 5: Rise oF ARAB AND JEWISH
NATIONALISM

00:02 Near the end of the 19th
century Jewish and Arab nationalist
movements emerged pretty much at
the same time. Both sought land in
the Middle East and both turned to
the European powers for help.

00:11 The Jewish nationalist move-
ment that emerged in the 19th cen-
tury sought to re-establish Jewish do-
minion in Israel-Palestine after almost
2,000 years.

00:21 The movement
known as Zionism.

00:32 Until the end of the 19th
century most Jews living outside of
Israel-Palestine assumed they would
be assimilated in one way or another.

00:44 In France, Jews had been
treated as legal equals since 1791 but
things changed in 1881 when an-
ti-Jewish policies in Russia emerged
followed by mob violence and hard-
ships.

became

00:55 Jewish refugees fleeing per-
secution in Russia flooded into the
cities of Western Europe

01:00 Jewish intellectuals under-
went a radical change in their think-
ing during this period. They lost their
hopes for assimilation and became
more open to Zionism.

01:11 Zionism also grew because of
the Dreyfus Affair. In seemingly tol-
erant France, Jewish officer, captain
Alfred Dreyfus who was in the French
army, was falsely accused of selling
military secrets to the Germans and
sentenced to life in prison. France’s
deep-rooted anti-Semitism surfaced.

01:32 Journalist Theodor Herzl an
Austrian Jew covering the Dreyfus
case saw the Jews vulnerability and
became convinced that an indepen-
dent Jewish nation was the only way
for them to survive.

01:43 He organized the First Zi-
onist World Congress in Switzerland
in 1897 and Zionism as a political
movement was born. The goal of the
movement was to create a legal home
in Palestine for the Jewish people

02:00 After Herzl's death in 1904
Dr. Chaim Weizmann took over as a
Zionist leader and then gained the
British government’s support.

Theodor Herzl at the
first zionist congress in
basel on 25.8.1897.
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02:07 In 1906 Weitzman met Ar-
thur Balfour a British statesman and
former prime minister. This meeting
led to a decade-long political process
that ultimately resulted in the Balfour
Declaration of 1917. Britain’s formal
approval for a Jewish home in Pales-
tine.

02:30 Zionism wasn’t the only
movement happening now. Around
the same time Arab nationalism origi-
nated led by Hussein bin Ali the sheriff
of Mecca.

02:41 But the remarkable part, Arab
goals also depended on the support of
Europe and especially the British gov-
ernment.

02:48 In 19th century Syria and
Lebanon, Christian Arab intellectuals
started preaching to Arabs about the
need for pan Arab unity.

02:55 Not all Arab leaders shared
their vision but near the end of the
19th century the idea of a United Arab
state gathered momentum.

03:02 At the time the areas of the
Middle East where Arabs lived were
part of the Ottoman Empire and un-
der the control of the Turks.

03:13 The Arab nationalist intellec-
tuals asked the Arab leaders to help
them shake off the Turkish rule and

support for a pan Arab state started
to spread.

03:24 For the next few years both
Arab and Jewish nationalist move-
ments developed side by side.

03:29 But soon their goals came to
a head in one place Israel-Palestine.

03:34 1t’s quite likely that none of
this would have come to anything if it
hadn’t been for World War 1.

Video 6: World War
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WWI AND ISRAEL-PALESTINE
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00:00 World War 1 changed every-
thing for the Arab and Jewish people
and basically created the Middle East
we know today.

00:08 When the war started both
peoples were seeking lands that be-
longed to the Ottoman Empire. The
Jews wanted lIsrael-Palestine and the
Arabs wanted the Arabian Peninsula,
Iraq, Syria, and lsrael-Palestine.

00:30 The Ottoman Empire’s choice
to join the central powers in the war
against the Allied powers changed the
game for the Arab and Jewish people

00:40 The Allied powers were afraid
that the Ottoman Turks would raise
the whole Arab Muslim world against
them, the Christian powers, and turn
World War One into a holy war,
a jihad.

Screen shot from Ep.5
Arab leaders trying to gain support for
a pan-Arab state.
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00:50 So what did the Allied pow-
ers do?

00:53 They allied themselves with
the Arabs against the Turks.

00:58 1t was a win-win situation.
The Allied powers boosted their num-
bers and protected their economic in-
terests in the region and they enabled
the Arab nationalists to further their
goals of Independence

01:10 The Nationalists convinced
Hussein bin Ali to lead a revolt against
Turkey. Hussein bin Ali, the Sharif of
Mecca, and his family, claimed direct
descendancy from the Prophet Mu-
hammad. Making him the leading
Arab Muslim figure at the time.

01:25 The Arabs turned to him
to lead them from the Turkish yoke
they’d been under for centuries and
return the seat of Islam to Arabia.

01:32 Hussein proposed a plan to
the British. What the Arabs wanted in
return for their assisting the British in
the war was territory.

01:42 Hussein’s correspondence
with a British statesman named Henry
McMahon became famous. In those
letters McMahon proposed land to
the Arabs. But here’s where things get
sticky.

01:53 While the British promised
land to the Arabs they were also
pledging territory to the Jews. The

Screen shot from Ep.6
Allied and Central Powers.

NV
VAN

two pledges came to overlap in lsra-
el-Palestine.

02:05 Hussein’s letter requested
British support for one unified Arab
state in the current countries of Isra-
el, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Iraq and
Saudi Arabia.

02:19 McMahon replied they would
recognize all territory except for a
strip along the Mediterranean coast,
today’s Lebanon and Israel. But his
wording was unclear and the terri-
tories weren’t exactly defmed. This
caused a huge controversy later on.

02:34 Basically the Arabs conclud-
ed that all of Palestine including Je-
rusalem and the Old City was pledged
to them.

02:41 But the British have always
denied this. They contend that Mc-
Mahon specifically excluded Palestine
in his pledge.

Screen shot from Ep.6
Map of McMahon’s
Delimitation.
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02:50 While all this was happening
the British government was also meet-
ing with Weizmann about their terri-
torial promises.

02:55 Weizmann’s proposal in 1917
became the famous Balfour Declara-
tion. But there was a problem. The
wording was iffy.

03:04 Instead of saying that Pal-
estine would become a Jewish state
it used the phrase national home. A
phrase that was unknown in diplo-
matic language.

03:16 The Arabs argued that the
British actually had no legal right to
even make the Balfour Declaration
since the land wasn’t theirs to give.
But if that’s so, shouldn’t it apply to
the McMahon pledges also.

03:28 Either way, neither pledge
actually carried any weight until after
World War 1 when the Allied powers
made decisions about the former Ot-
toman territories that would forever
alter history.

Vipeo 7: THE Paris PEace CONFERENCE.

»
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THE PARIS PEACE CONFERENCE AND
ISRAEL-PALESTINE
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Screen shot from Ep.6

Some Arabs were angered by the British
Government's decisions in regards to
Israel-Palestine

00:00 On January 3rd 1919, a sig-
nificant meeting took place between
Chaim Weizmann and the Emir Faisal,
the son of Sharif Hussein, right before
the peace conference.

00:10 The two made the Faisal
Weizmann agreement. The agreement
declared Palestine to be the Jew-
ish National Home and said that it
wouldn’t be included in the proposed
Arab state. In other words, Faisal ac-
cepted that the Arab state and Pales-
tine were to be separate entities. Faisal
also promised to support large-scale
Jewish immigration to Palestine

00:41 Considering the current con-
flict in Israel Palestine today it’s hard
to believe now what the provisions in
the agreement said. 1t said “the parties
are mindful of the racial kinship and
ancient bonds existing between the
Arab and the Jewish people and realize
that the surest means of working out
the consummation of their national
aspirations is through the closest pos-
sible collaboration in the development
of the Arab state and Palestine

01:10 Are you wondering what hap-
pened?

01:13 Well just after they signed the
agreement the Paris Peace conference
began. Paris became the world’s gov-
ernment and the Supreme Council of
the Allied powers created new borders



which were recognized as law. These
decisions change the maps of Europe
and the Middle East forever

01:30 The League of Nations was
also formed during the peace confer-
ence as was their charter. Article 22
in their Charter was very relevant to
the former Ottoman territories. 1t said
that the well-being and development
of specific peoples not yet able to
stand by themselves ought to become
a sacred trust of civilization.

01:55 The article became the basis
of the mandate system. Nations like
Great Britain and France became re-
sponsible for guiding other people’s.

02:02 Three weeks after the Arabs
made their pitch at the peace confer-
ence for a unified state in the Middle
East, the Zionist Organization made
their request for a Jewish state to the
Supreme Council.

02:13 The Arab delegation knew
about the Zionist territorial requests
and supported them. Feisal even sent
a letter to Felix Frankfurter, an Amer-
ican delegate at the conference, em-
phasizing Arab support saying we will
wish the Jews a most hearty welcome
home.

02:33 The letter talked about Arab
and Jewish similarities and Arab sym-
pathy with the Zionist movement. 1t
discussed the need for cooperation
between Arabs and Jews to achieve
both people’s goals for their own
States in the new Middle East

02:47 The Paris Peace Conference
produced peace treaties between the
Allied powers and the European Cen-
tral Powers but not with Turkey. And
it didn’t answer the burning questions
regarding which countries would be
in charge of the lands of Palestine,
Syria and lraq, and where would the
borders of these lands be?

REQUESTED

JEWISH STATE

]

Screen shot from Ep.7
Feisal and Weizmann.

Screen shot from Ep.7
Jewish and Arab
Territorial Requests.
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Vipeo 8: THE BRiTisH MANDATE
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4 EPISODE EIGHT v
ISRAEL-PALESTINE
AND THE BRITISH MANDATE

00:00 The Allied powers reconvened
a year after the Paris meetings in San
Remo, Italy to discuss the mandates
for the former Turkish territories. Their
decisions in San Remo created a new
map for the Middle East

00:16 In San Remo it was decided
that the Balfour Declaration would
be incorporated into an international
treaty called the Mandate for Pales-
tine.

00:22 Palestine was to be a special
case fundamentally different from the
mandates for Syria and Iraq. Under-
standing the difference between these
mandates is crucial to understanding
the Zionist claims to Israel-Palestine

00:35 The mandates for Syria and
Traq focused on the Arab people actu-
ally living in those lands

00:53 The mandate for Palestine
didn’t just focus on the people living

in Palestine.

s
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TRANSJORDAN

ARAB STATE

00:58 Great Britain’s responsibility
would be to follow through on the
promises made in the Balfour Dec-
laration which applied to the Jewish
people worldwide.

01:09 According to the articles of
the Mandate for Palestine, the nations
of the world and international law
recognized the Jewish people’s histor-
ical connection to Palestine and their
rights to reconstitute their national
home there.

01:25 And it made the Jewish peo-
ple a recipient of self-determination
in Israel Palestine.

01:30 The mandate said that the
Arabs in Palestine would receive civil
and religious rights but not the politi-
cal rights of self-determination.

01:39 The Arab people would re-
ceive their political rights in the rest of
the Middle East under the mandates
for Syria and Iraq

01:46 In San Remo the Allied pow-
ers created mandates that allowed
tens of millions Arabs to gain their
freedom from Turkish rule.

01:57 Now to our next hot topic.

01:59 When it came to the Mandate
for Palestine the Allied powers gave
the Jewish people not the Arabs, per-
spective sovereignty in Palestine.

02:09 Was this unjust? The Arabs
thought so. They were the majority
population there and had been since
the 13th century.

02:18 The Jewish people had a dif-
ferent perspective. Palestine was their
ancient homeland. 1t had been Turkish
territory not Arab territory since 1517.

Screen shot from Ep.8
Map of Amended Mandate for Palestine.
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Screen shot from Ep 8
Map of Jewish View on
Mandate.

JEWISH VIEW ON MANDATED PALESTINE

02:29 And the Arabs were given ba-
sically all of the Turks other territory
except for the small portion given to
the Jews.

02:38 Even Faisel, the representative
of the Arab people, excluded Palestine
from the territory he requested when
he went before the Supreme Council.

02:49 Still not everyone was happy.
The Arabs living in Palestine, stirred to
outrage by Haj Amin al-Husseini, re-
sponded with opposition and violent
uprisings against the Jews there.

03:01 The British solution, to parti-
tion Palestine and create a new Arab
state in East Palestine and a new Jew-
ish state in West Palestine.

03:11 The newly created Arab state
of Jordan was 77 percent of the ter-
ritory initially planned for the Jewish
National Home.

03:19 In the area that remained,
Jewish institution-building grew but
so did Arab resistance.

03:28 In 1936 Haj Amin al-Hus-
seini, now the Grand Mufti of Jeru-
salem called on Arabs to stop paying
taxes to the British government until
it stopped Jewish immigration, ended
Arab land sales to the Jews, and creat-
ed an all Arab government.

03:44 Because of Husseini’s roll in
inciting the Palestine Arabs the British
government deported him.

03:50 But it was too late. Thou-
sands of Arabs had been killed or
wounded by the British and the Arab
economy and Palestine was crippled.

03:56 Britain’s post revolt report
basically concluded that Arab and
Jewish interests couldn’t be resolved.

04:04 1t called for quotas on Jewish
immigration, restriction of Arab land
sales to Jew’s and the creation of an
Arab agency.

04:12 The report said the mandate
should be terminated and what re-
mained of Palestine must be separat-
ed into independent Arab and Jewish
states. A second partition of Palestine
was in the works

Screen shot from Ep.8

Arab Protests.
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Screen shot from Ep.8
Map of Peel Partition
Plan.
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04:26 The land recommendation
changes were huge. The new Arab
state would get 800 of the territory
west of the Jordan River and be unit-
ed with Jordan leaving only 10% of
the land originally set aside for the
Jewish National Home.

04:43 [The Jewish representatives
were not happy but they accepted the
paper but Arab representatives reject-
ed it].

04:48 And the timing of the paper
was tragic. Nazi Germany was moving
towards its final solution.

04:54 Jews in Europe underwent
mass extermination over the next five
years and British authorities denied
entry into Palestine to Jewish refugees
hoping to escape the Holocaust.

05:07 Even after World War 11 with
hundreds of thousands of Jewish
Holocaust survivors stuck in refugee
camps Britain continued restricting
Jewish immigration to Palestine.

05:16 The Zionists were outraged.
Attacks on British property followed
and violence between Jews and Arabs
Intensified.

05:25 Broke after two world wars
and having failed to resolve the con-
flict, in 1947, with tensions escalating,
the British government announced
that it would ask the League of Na-
tions newly formed successor the
United Nations to find a solution for
Palestine.
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LESSON 2: SUMMARY
QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

Using the videos, scripts and any supplementary readings for Lesson 2
complete the following.

TorF
m Jewish and Arab nationalist movements emerged pretty much at the same
time.

m Both Jews and Arabs turned to the European powers for help to acquire
territory.

(=]
[=]

m The Jewish nationalist movement that emerged in the 19th century sought
to establish Jewish dominion in Israel-Palestine for the first time in history.

m The British Government promised land to both the Arabs and the Jews.

m The decisions made at the Paris Peace Conference created new borders which
were recongnized as law by the nations of the world.

EIREIE
[=] [=] [=]

(=]
(=]

m Under the Mandate suystem Palestine was to be a special case fundamental-
ly different from the mandates for Syria and Iraq.

m Up until WWI, Palestine had been under Turkish rule since 1517.

(=]
(=]

MuttipLe CHoICE
m 1.) The First Zionist World Congress was organized in
a. 1897
b. 1917
c. 1919
d. None of the above

m 2.) According to the Mandate for Palestine the
received the right to self-determination in Palestine.

a. Arab people.
b. Jewish people
c. Arab and Jewish people

d. Indigenous people
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SHORT ANSWER

m 1.) What are some of the reasons that nationalism emerged among European
Jews and Middle East Arabs in the 19th century? What did each nationalist
movement hope to achieve?

m 2.) What did the Jewish and Arab nationalist movements in the 19th and
early 20th centuries have in common?




m 3.) Why did the Jewish people want a state of their own specifically in
Israel-Palestine?

m 4.) What connection does religion have to both Jewish and Arab aspirations
for the territory of Israel-Palestine.

DeBATE AND Discussion

Debate and Discuss one or more of the following hot topics discussed in the
videos.

m Was Palestine pledged to the Arabs by the British Government?

m Did the British have any legal standing to pledge territory to the Jewish and
or Arab people?

m Was the right to self-determination in The Mandate for Palestine applied
justly?
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